Shallal Studios - March 2024

Knitted Together Fashion Show

Project evaluation

Artists Becky Smith and Kate Perry modelling their work in the fashion show
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What did we do?

Knitted Together Fashion Show was a project led by our
studio artists who wanted to imagine, design and make their
own costumes and share them with the public.

Knitted Together Fashion show was the final project within our two-
year Shallal Studios Knitted Together programme working with
textile and 3D mediums, exploring environmentally sustainable
practice and collaborating with our communities about issues that
they care about.

Shallal Studios at Krowji creative hub in Redruth, was the location
for our weekly accessible design and making workshops with Shallal
artists between October 2023 and March 2024.

The fashion show took place on Valentine’s Day 14th February 2024
at Princess Pavilion in Falmouth, as the artists wanted to have a
fittingly high profile platform to showcase their costumes.

Photographs of the fashion show can be viewed on our website at
https:/www.shallal.org/shows/knitted-together-fashion-show .

Project activities for participants and audiences

20 weeks of accessible, inclusive arts workshops at Shallal Studios.

3 additional wearable sculpture workshops before the fashion show in
response to artists requests.

1 fashion illustration workshop with Shallal group Express Yourself at
the Dracaena Centre, Falmouth. Artwork from the workshop was used
for the fashion show poster and visual projections at the event. Our
fashion show compere was a member of this group.

3 original music tracks by Shallal artists were commissioned for the
show.

1 performance workshop at Princess Pavilion, ahead of the event, to
learn how to be confident on the catwalk wearing our costumes.
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https://www.shallal.org/shows/knitted-together-fashion-show

14th Feb 2024

Arrive 11:45am

Show 12-12:30pm
Refreshments 12:30-1pm
Free entry all welcome
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Poster promoting the fashion show

Audience experience and accessibility:

Audiences attended our fashion show at Princess Pavilions to see
costumes made throughout the project. It was promoted as a ‘DIY
Fashion Show... dress funky disco’ and was free to attend.

We invited Shallal’s Express Yourself group to take part in a hat-
decorating workshop before the show. They wore their fantastic hats in
the audience and at the end of the show had the opportunity to wear
them down the catwalk.

The audience included many people with support needs and we ensured
that the event was accessible for all. We provided a sensory ‘chill-out’
room with beanbags and soft lighting for people sensitive to loud noise,
artificial lighting and crowded spaces. The fashion show lights were non-
strobing and we consulted with Shallal artists on light colour, levels and
positioning. We reminded participants and audience members to bring
ear defenders if they usually need them in crowded places.
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Who took part?

Participants

43 Shallal artists took part in the show in total including fashion
designers, models, musicians, artists providing visual projections
and posters, a compere and event hosts.

6 people were new to Shallal Studios and learned about what we do.

12 Shallal artists learned new skills in textiles, costume design and
costume-making, sewing by hand and with the machine and
wearable sculpture.

17 Shallal artists modelled costumes on a catwalk for the first
time.

Audiences
145 people came to our fashion show

27 audience members had support needs, including invited
audiences from Holifield Farm Centre, Drym Valley Centre and
Shallal groups.

88 people watched a video of the fashion show on Youtube

Mads De Lord modelling her flower costume
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What was peoples’ experience?

Participants:

To begin with | was nervous but it went down very well. | just
could not believe that I'd shown my work to all those people! By
the end | was actually relaxed.

Fashion show lead artist and co-director Zoe Wilton

| think | did really well and I'd like to do it again. Thank you for the
amazing opportunity, it was fun!

Shallal Express Yourself artist and fashion show compere David Willoughby

Laura Goodwin in ‘Pasty Dress’

Audience feedback:

It's been fantastic and we're intrigued! We're just finding out about
Shallal so we definitely want to know more.

It makes you want to create and do art yourself. | want to wear
that outfit with all the paint and colours on it. It’s so cool!
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Audience feedback cont.
| loved the creativity, the real blue-sky thinking. It was fabulous.

It was so colourful and so much work had gone into it, so much
creativity. | loved the fact that they’'d made their own prints and
put them onto material and then made them into garments,
that was really, really beautiful. And they’d obviously really
rehearsed to get all the movements, it was exceptional.

| loved the range of costumes. The performances were amazing
and the music and animation were great. The compere too. All very
entertaining and professional.

One thing | will really take away from this is how proud the
artists all were and it really feels that their potential was being
met to the most and that came through in the costumes, in the
body language, the smiles.

100% of audience members who completed our survey said that
they ‘enjoyed it very much’ and 100% said it made them think about

making their own clothes.
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Summary

The fashion show has provided a high profile inclusive platform for
Shallal artists to celebrate their creative achievements with others
and for significant numbers of new audiences members to
experience Shallal’s unique and pioneering work. It is rare for our
artists and their work to be seen by such large audiences and the

feedback from this experience has been 100% positive.

The project brought together artists from different and diverse
communities who wouldn’t otherwise have the opportunity to

collaborate and learn from each other.

Our research into sustainable materials and methods has remained
in our conversations and become embedded into ongoing studio

practice, making our studio time more cost-effective, collaborative,
and fun. For many of our artists, their work in costume and fashion

has continued to develop and grow since the project.

Many thanks to our funders The Ashley Family Foundation,

Cornwall Community Foundation Cross-Country Rail Fund,

Henry Smith Charity and Arts Council England.

Lead artist Zoe Wilton in ‘For Your Eyes Only Evening Gown’
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